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that the death of this nobleman, which soon after left
the influence of his house in abeyance, must have, far
more than any other circumstance, determined Scott to
renounce all notions of altering his professional position.
TO THE DUKE   OF  BTJCCLETJCH,  ETC., ETC.
edinburgh, llth December, 1816.
my toeab lord duke,—Your Grace has been so
much my constant and kind friend and patron through
the course of my life, that I trust I need no apology for
thrusting upon your consideration some ulterior views,
which have been suggested to me by my friends, and
which I will either endeavor to prosecute, time and place
serving, or lay aside all thoughts of, as they appear to
your Grace feasible, and likely to be forwarded by your
patronage. It has been suggested to me, in a word, that
there would be no impropriety in my being put in nomi-
nation as a candidate for the situation of a Baron of
Exchequer, when a vacancy shall take place. The differ-
ence of the emolument between that situation and those
which I now hold, is just .£400 a year, so that, in that
point of view, it is not a very great object. But there
is a difference in the rank, and also in the leisure afforded
by a Baron's situation; and a man may, without condem-
nation, endeavor, at my period of life, to obtain as much
honor and ease as he can handsomely come by. My pre-
tensions to such an honor (next to your Grace's counte-
nancing my wishes) would rest very much on the circum-
stance that my nomination would vacate two good offices
(Clerk of Session and Sheriff of Selkirkshire) to the
amount of ,£1000 and £300 a year; and, besides, would
extinguish a pension of £300 which I have for life, over
and above my salary as Clerk of Session, as having been
in office at the time when the Judicature Act deprived
us of a part of our vested fees and emoluments. The
extinction of this pension would be just so much saved
to the public. I am pretty confident also that I should

